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Farewell 
 

 

It is with sadness that we acknowledge the recent passing of East Coast member,  William Pax Kennedy. 

Pax became an amputee 14 years ago when he lost his leg as a result of septicaemia. 

A teacher by profession, Pax was well known around Gisborne and was a headmaster during his later career. 

Pax’s interests included gardening vegetables which he passionately raised from his own seedlings. Pax was a “project man” 

who liked nothing better than getting something started and seeing it through to the end, one example being the seasonal  

bottling. Pax’s daughter, Bridget, one of his four surviving children,says that Pax was obsessive about collecting and chopping 

firewood. Pax was a Returned Serviceman. 

In the last decade or so, Pax lived in Te Wiremu House in Gisborne, where he was known as the Mayor of Te Wiremu. Pax was 

the only man ever to have a fully equipped work bench in his room. Bridget relates that Pax’s room looked more like a boat 

shed with a bed in it than anything else. There is no doubt that Pax was a character and will be sadly missed by his family, 

friends and the staff at Te Wiremu. 

Farewell Pax. Rest in Peace. 

 

Hi Everyone, isn’t it lovely to be getting some beautiful sunny days after the frosty mornings? 

Although the winter finally arrived, the committee has kept busy planning future events,  catching up with members and  

welcoming new ones. One big and challenging activity for us is fundraising, we have had a few successes and a few 

“try again next year” letters. We are grateful to the organisations which help to keep the  society afloat and have  

included an acknowledgement to two of them in this newsletter. 

Thanks to all who paid subs after the last mail out; there are still some to come in, please phone us if there is difficulty  

and we will try to help. 

We hope you are all warm and well, don’t forget to contact us if we can be of assistance to you. 

 

Geoff  06 870 3357 or 021 723609           Diane  06 877 4294 or 021 434833 

 

Patangata TavernPatangata TavernPatangata Tavern   

 

27th July, 2014, 12 midday 
 

Transport is available if required 

 

Please contact Diane to book 

  

    06 8774294 or phone/text 021434833 

 

                                                                    Everyone is welcome 
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Member Profile: Bryan Tollison 

By Geoff Hansen 
 

Bryan and Lisa Tollison live in Hastings with their 2  

primary school aged boys Max and Marcus. Lisa is a chef 

and works at Puketapu Hotel. Bryan is a qualified canvas 

worker but these days is a stay at home Dad. Brian is a 

handyman and does some great work with stone and native 

timber, he also makes his own tools some of which are for 

adjustment and repair of his prosthetic arm.  Bryan is also a 

keen motorcyclist (can you see the connection?) I’ve known 

Bryan for around 20 years in fact he worked for a great mate of mine Darren Brittin whose Mum and Dad  

Irene and Brian are also members of our society.  

In 2006 Bryan was enjoying a quick ride on his much sought after 1979 Laverda 1200 on St Georges Rd.  

Unfortunately he was too quick for a car that was turning into a driveway and he wasn’t seen by the driver who  

collided with him. Rushed to Hastings Hospital, veins were transferred from Bryan’s leg to keep his hand alive  

however it was quickly decided the internal damage to his wrist and forearm was too extreme for the locals and the 

next day he was flown to Wellington for treatment in the Lower Hutt Hospital plastic surgery unit. He also had two 

broken vertebrae, but fortunately not near his spinal cord, along with a prolapsed disc in his neck and a cracked pelvis. 

Due to having an accident on the road it was decided to wait a few days to be sure there was no infection before the 

surgery began. Some fake skin was stapled around the arm and Bryan said it looked like a roll of ham. He felt sure his 

arm was gone and would have to be amputated, however a meeting of surgeons including plastic and orthopaedic  

decided on a plan, and over the next four weeks, seven operations were performed. With his first wedding anniversary 

approaching he pleaded to be shipped back to Hastings Hospital and after six weeks this happened. However he 

sneaked away from Hospital on his second day to catch up with friends and celebrate being alive. This did not go 

down well with the Hospital who rang his house when they realised he was missing. Lisa was unaware he had snuck 

away without permission and Bryan was fast asleep in bed. After brushing his teeth a few times to reduce the alcohol 

smell he headed back with his tail between his legs. He was discharged a few days later and went through a year of 

hand function therapy to keep the joints moving. Unfortunately he was never able to move the joints unaided and felt 

like he had spent twelve months as a guinea pig. At his request his left arm was amputated in Lower Hutt. He asked if 

he could be kept awake during the operation but on the day decided he hadn’t had enough time to think about it and 

the mask was put on him. (Good idea) He had driven down to the Hospital on Thursday and on Monday after the  

amputation he drove back to the Bay. Around 3 months after that a mould was taken and a couple of months after that 

he got his prosthesis. Unfortunately he rejected and hated his prosthesis and found it a hindrance, mainly due to the 

lack of wrist movement and dexterity. This is when Bryan started redesigning his prosthesis and has developed his 

own specialist tools to allow him to replace cables on his prosthetic arm and do other adjustments. The limb fitters 

started to realise what he wanted and have done everything 

they can to get the functions in the limb for Bryan. 

Bryan has been through the usual ups and downs and  

frustrations of being an amputee. He is aware he needs to 

use his prosthesis to lessen the wear and tear of his good 

arm. He has spent the last few years sculpting stone and 

native timber. The picture shows him standing beside a 

stone sculpture he made for Lisa’s 40th birthday and in the 

background you will see a small amount of his great  

individual landscaping works of art. Anyone interested in  

talking to him with regard to some work feel free to contact 

me (my commission is reasonable).  

All the best Bryan, Lisa and boys and thanks for your story. 
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       Please visit and Like our Facebook Page 

 

Garage Sale 
Saleable Items Wanted 

Proceeds to Amputee Society of Hawke’s Bay/East Coast 
 

We will pick up your unwanted goods 
Books 

Kitchen ware 

Appliances (going please) 

Clean Clothing 

Furniture 

Toys 

Curtains 

Tools 

China 

baking (near the time) for the cake stall is also welcome 

 

Anything worth a dollar (or more) 

 

Please phone Colin 876 7789 

Or text 021 434 833 

      Free Collection available 

 

Date and time of the sale in next newsletter 
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Free Water Fitness for Amputees 

 

The Amputee Society’s  very popular water fitness programme is going to start again in Spring. 

Once again we will have a qualified instructor and plenty of helping hands. 

All members are welcome to join in and have some fun and exercise in the warm water. 

The facility is well equipped for helping amputees into and out of the pool and there are  

plenty of flotation devices to use. 

The programme is free to Amputee Society members 

 

Dates and details will be in the next newsletter. 

 

 

Storage Centre Hastings  

sponsors the printing of newsletters and brochures for the Amputee Society 

For affordable storage solutions, phone 06 8798 455 

 

Loan equipment 
 

We have a few items, including a shower chair and a portable ramp, available for short term 

loan to amputees. 

The Society has recently purchased a brand new wheelchair and stump supports, using funding 

from Lotteries Grants Board. If anyone needs to borrow any of this equipment, short term,  

phone Diane, Colin or Geoff. 

Recent Grant 

 

The President and  committee  

sincerely thank The Eastern and Central Community Trust  

for the generous donation which we received recently.  

The funding was granted to assist with the work of our  

Field Officer by facilitating travel and accommodation   

for him to reach amputees on the East Coast.   

We are grateful for the opportunity to continue this valuable service to members. 

AttitudeAttitudeAttitude   

I have learned:I have learned:I have learned:   

   

You can never find the right attitude until you lose the wrong one.You can never find the right attitude until you lose the wrong one.You can never find the right attitude until you lose the wrong one.   
   

A contribution from Graeme and Elaine SimpsonA contribution from Graeme and Elaine SimpsonA contribution from Graeme and Elaine Simpson   


