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Newsletter 

July / August 

Hi to all 
 
Hard to believe we are halfway through 2019 already – this year seems to have flown by so fast. 
The older you get – the quicker time flies. 
 
Things have been fairly quiet over the past couple of months. We did attempt to hold a 10 Pin Bowling Day on Sunday 
8

th
 June, however this was cancelled due to insufficient numbers. 

  
We are planning a Mid-Winter Luncheon in July, see below for details. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all there to celebrate our wonderful community. 
 
Keep warm. 

 
Jacqui 

Midwinter Lunch 

28th July  

1200 

No5 Café and Larder 

248 SH2 Mangateretere 
 

Please phone Diane 9763716 or Geraldine 8788275 

Transport can be arranged if required 
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Geoff on the Snow 

Annual Subscriptions 

 

Yearly subs were due on December 1st 2018. 
 

If you have paid you will have been provided with a receipt  

and we  thank you for supporting our society. 

 

If your $10.00 sub has yet to be paid, a green reminder will appear 

on the front page of this newsletter please pay as soon as possible. 

 

Online at 03 1518 0032642 00 with your name as reference  

By cheque to Amputee Society Hawke’s Bay and East Coast Inc     

PO Box 369 Hastings 

In cash to any committee member in an envelope with your name on it  

Good news though…. 

 

Following a decision  made at the AGM this year, in future the society’s financial year will 

end on the 31st of December instead of the 30th of November, so this year members will    

receive an extra month of membership as the 2020 sub isn’t due until the 1st of January      

 

 

 

 

  

Wayne Marsh of Napier 

James Pureau of Hastings 
 

We hope to see you at a social event soon 
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Sadly we acknowledge the passing of member Stephen Matthews husband of Bev on the 16th June 

Steve had 4 sons & was a butcher & lived in Titahi Bay Wellington & in the early days. He bought a butcher shop in 

Miramar & worked long hours & after 3 years of commuting to the City he decided to move into Wellington. Steve 

loved rugby & was involved with Poneke Rugby Club & was always an All Black & later on Hurricanes fan when Su-

per Rugby began. Steve was also a keen fisherman & he often went out in Wellington harbour in a mate’s boat at night 

& got crayfish although rumour has it he didn’t have any cray pots, but obviously someone did. In the late 70’s Steve 

separated from his first wife & later on met Bev & he took over a butcher shop in Plimmerton/Paremata however in the 

early 80’s Steve & Bev decided to have a change in their lives & they decided to lease a Motel in Opotoki. After 4 

years there they moved to Hawkes Bay & Steve worked as a Real Estate Agent however in 1993 one of Steve’s boys 

Michael was diagnosed with terminal cancer & after driving there & back regularly Steve & Bev shifted back to     

Wellington where they stayed to help take care of him. Unfortunately after 18 months & only 26 he passed away in 

1995. After that Steve worked at a couple of meat works but in 2012 Steve was diagnosed with Autoimmune disease & 

underwent lots of treatments  & massive doses of steroid medication. Steve & Bev shifted to Hawke’s Bay in 2014 to 

enjoy retirement but Steve had ongoing problems with ulcers, chest infections & his lungs hardening. In April 2018 

Steve had his leg amputated below the knee & that was when I first met him after being contacted by his oldest son in 

Wellington who is also Steve. Unfortunately before being released from hospital Steve had 3 toes amputated on his 

other leg & that was followed by having half his foot amputated. He also had heart problems & was in the coronary 

care ward. I remember visiting & saying you sure get 

around the hospital Steve as the week before he had 

been in the Rehab ward & a week before that the        

surgical ward. Unfortunately it didn’t end there & in 

July Steve had his other leg amputated below the knee. 

This had been a horrendous journey for both Steve & 

Bev & their families. Bev also had 2 children a son & 

daughter from her previous relationship.  Tragically her 

daughter passed away from cancer in August 2018. As if 

there wasn’t enough going on, but they were doing their 

best to remain positive & Steve so wanted to get       

walking again. However even after being able to return 

home in October Steve still had multiple ambulance 

trips to the hospital mainly due to his chest infections. 

Unfortunately on June 15th Steve had his last ambulance 

trip & passed away at 7 45am the next morning, Bev had 

only    arrived 15 minutes earlier but it was great that 

she was there with Steve for his final moments with    

everything they had both been through.   Steve & Bev 

have been married for 40 years. RIP Steve we will all 

miss you & your light heartedness. I’m sure you will be 

cheering on the Hurricanes for the semis &     hopefully 

the Final & the AB’s in the Rugby World Cup later this 

year. I wish I had known of your    passing as I would 

have attended your funeral & even though I only knew 

you for 14 months we had some good laughs & it was 

great to see you & Bev at our Functions. 

Farewell  Stephen Matthews                                                      By Geoff Hansen 
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This is a copy of an email that may interest some of our members 
Kia ora,  
  
This email is to share with you the launch of NZALS’ Peer Support Service and our call for potential amputee volunteers 
to join the service.  
  
The service will provide informal support to those adapting to limb loss by matching them with trained supporters who 
have adapted to their own limb loss. Attached are two fact sheets about the service and the volunteering opportunity 
with more information. Please respond to this email with interest if you would like physical copies of these fact sheets to 
display and distribute to potential participants.  
  
We will be launching the service in two phases through which people can both volunteer and register for peer support. 
  
Phase 1 – Recruitment of Peer Support Volunteers 
We are now calling for volunteers and would appreciate your assistance in passing on this opportunity to potential vol-
unteers. Staff are also welcome to volunteer. We would like people whose own limb loss occurred at least three years 
ago and are at least 18 years-of-age and who have the following attributes: 

• A caring and supportive manner. 

• Their life changing event happened preferably more than three years ago (this is preferred but not mandatory). 

• Well-developed interpersonal skills and an ability to communicate confidently and effectively. 

• High personal motivation and the ability to work efficiently without supervision. 

• Versatility and adaptability in responding to the needs of support service recipients 

• An ability to maintain confidentiality in relation to those receiving support. 

• Cultural sensitivity and a commitment to multicultural issues. 
An ability to successfully undertake referee checks and Police vetting. 

  
If you know of potential volunteers, please direct them to www.peersupport.nz website. 

  
Volunteer training: 
In July we will be holding our first volunteer training. These are day long events at: 

•         Auckland - Monday 22 July 

•         Wellington - Wednesday 24 July 

•         Christchurch - Thursday 25 July 

Melissa Noonan CEO of Limbs 4 Life Australia will be facilitating these training days. We will meet the costs of 
volunteers travelling to these events. 

  
Phase 2 – Launching the Peer Support Service on 01 August 2019 
Our timeline for implementing Peer Support is: 

• Applications from volunteers – now open 

• Training of volunteers – 22-25 July 

• Communications of the event including media release – 22-25 July 

• Full website open including registrations page for recipients – 01 August 

Support visits begin– from 15 August 
If you have any queries about the service, please email Claire Rumble at info@peersupport.nz, or for communications 
queries please email Kathryn Scott at communications@nzals.co.nz  

www.peersupport.nz%20
mailto:info@peersupport.nz
mailto:communications@nzals.co.nz
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Since 2014 we have provided aqua exercise sessions free for our members at the Napier 

Aquatic Centre Onekawa Pools. We have provided over 100 sessions costing over $9000 in 

this time with a large amount of the cost being covered by grants. These sessions are great   

exercise & confidence building activities for amputees & over the 5 years we have probably 

had over 30 members who have attended at certain times. We understand that there can be   

difficulties in attending due to health issues, work or conflicting with appointments or having 

family events or visitors etc.  Also there are people that are not confident in the water. I have 

seen numerous people come & go & quite a few have been very cautious but over time their 

confidence has grown. We have an instructor in the water with us at all times & we wear  

floatation devices & anyone who is worried can stay in the shallow end of the pool with the        

instructor. Although we have had around 30 members we generally have no more than 10 

members attending a session & over the last year or so this has declined to at times only     

having 2 members in the water but generally we’ve had around 4 or 5. However it’s at a point 

where you have to consider whether we continue providing this activity. We don’t have       

sessions in the school holidays & our last session is on the 3rd July so please if you are at all 

interested make the effort to contact me even if you just come & sit on a chair at the side of 

the pool to see what we do or check the hoist or ramp you can be put into the pool with/by.      

I hope this is something we can continue & the next sessions will probably begin in August/

September depending on the replies/feedback I  receive with regard to the interest in attending, 

& the actual numbers who do attend.  

An Important notice regarding the future of  the 

 free Aqua Exercise programme 

 

Geoff and 

Rob push 

weights in 

the pool 

2015 
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“Jacqui and I entered in the ORock obstacle course on Sunday 23/06. A 5km off road race 

with obstacles including climbing over cars, walls, tyres, under rope nets and many more. 

We managed to complete the course in around 30 mins so not bad”. 

 

Congratulations Al Van Zonneveld and Jacqui Lumsden 

Total Mobility Assessment  

      FREE to Amputee Society members 
 

   most amputees will be entitled to a concession    

on taxi travel, including mobility taxis 

Phone Diane 06 9763716 

Contact Numbers 

Jacqui D’Ath  President                        021753191 

Geraldine Kerley  Vice President         8788275 

Geoff Hansen   Field Officer                021723609 

Diane Walsh   Secretary                       9763716 

Korrin Barrett  Treasurer                      0274413106 

Clinic Dates 

 
Hawke’s Bay Orthotic House, 1013 Heretaunga St, 

Hastings 

11th-12th July; 15th-16th August;  19th-20th        

September; 23rd-24th October; 21-22 November 

 
Gisborne Hauora Tairawhiti Ormond Rd 

 

4th-5th September; 4th-5th December 


