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              Quote of the Month: 

Fun Fact: 

May 29 is officially “Put a Pillow on Your Fridge 

Day. 

Saint Lucia is the only country in the world 

named after a woman. 

Editor’s  Message 

Disclaimer: The information in this editorial does not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Amputee Society of Canterbury/Westland) 

I am going to use the editorial to relay a few more messages. 

Many members will know a long-time member, Morgan Jones, who was profiled in 

the newsletter back in 2016. Morgan has also been an enthusiastic and popular    

attendee at the Give It A Go component of the annual conference and his serious 

visual impairment does not decrease both his and his peers mutual enjoyment. It is 

with the utmost pleasure and pride to announce that Morgan is now employed    

part-time at the Burwood Limb Centre and I would urge anyone attending the    

Centre to make themselves known (orally) to Morgan, due to his sight challenges. 

Morgan is a fun, extremely capable and sociable person who relishes interaction. I 

would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Sean Gray and Peke Waihanga for 

being so courageous in giving Morgan the opportunity to be a productive member of 

the workforce, something he has strived for over many years. Go well Morgan. 

Due to the Covid pandemic, we unfortunately had to postpone our scheduled Quiz 

Function back in August. We are monitoring the situation and have decided to wait 

until the restrictions ease to enable us to have a worthwhile and productive number 

of attendees. Given that we are in the lead up to Christmas and it is a busy time for 

all, we may re-schedule the event for the New Year, possibly February. 

We were privileged to be supported in Amputee Awareness Week by Peke Waihanga 

(NZALS) and Taska Prosthetics. Taska is a ChCh based company who are making a 

huge impression in the hand prosthetic field and now have their brand in around 12 

countries world wide. If anyone would like a tour of their facility, Thomas Duffy from 

the company, would welcome showing you around their Riccarton base. (contact 

Mark, details on back page) 

Affiliated with the Amputees Federation of New Zealand 

The real voyage of discovery consists not of 

seeking new lands but seeing with new eyes. 

Marcel Proust 

amputee.cw@gmail.com 
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                              MEET LESZEK KLOSZEWSKI:             

Leszek (pronounced Lessek) is a Prosthetist 

at the Burwood Limb Centre and this is his 

story. 

Leszek was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1957 

and is the oldest of 3 sons and both his 

younger brothers remain living in Poland. 

Leszek’s Dad was employed as a scientist 

in the Polish military specialising in physics 

and his mother was a doctor. Sadly, his 

mother passed away in 2014 after a battle 

with cancer. Because of his father’s        

employment, the family moved all around 

Poland so Leszek attended many different 

schools but after leaving secondary school, 

he undertook studies at a leading facility 

for 2 years at the Warsaw Technical         

Institute where his subjects were physics and applied chemistry. He said that one 

of his teachers, Professor Kaliski, was the inventor of the “laser”. During his 2nd 

year, martial law was declared by the military in this communist country and 

Leszek, as with many “solidarity” members, was taken to an internment camp 

where he spent almost a year. Leszek was released but he had no job and was 

denied re-entry back in to the Technical Institute as they claimed there were no 

records of him ever attending previously. Higher education in Poland seemed 

closed to him. 

Leszek started job training at the Warsaw Rehabilitation Centre in the field of 

prosthetics. He participated in the innovative project of Professor Marian Weiss 

which was immediate prothesis fitting after amputation.  During this time in    

communist Poland, he said that he was constantly under the watchful eye of the 

authorities and he was forbidden to travel outside of Poland as he was refused a 

passport. He had married in 1985 and Leszek had forged contacts with some   

people from the International Committee of the Red Cross based in Geneva. In 

1987, he was offered the opportunity to assist with a prosthetic project of ICRC in 

war torn Mozambique where many people had suffered limb loss due to accidents 

with Russian landmines. He accepted the role and later, in 1987, his wife joined 

him there after having given birth to a baby daughter. Leszek said that access to 

components was extremely difficult and he had to use his creativity to fashion 

prostheses out of natural products…including making an arm for a patient using 

an accelerator cable from a motorcycle. Upon leaving Mozambique, Leszek and his 

family moved to Holland to work for a large prosthetic company based in Arnhem. 

He said that over the next 25 years, he had 5-6 different roles. He worked in all 

possible positions related to the profession of “Orthopedisch Instrumentmaker” 

from technician to production manager. At that time, Poland freed itself from the 

Russian occupation and the borders to Europe were opened. After the borders 

were freed up, he would regularly return to Poland to visit with family & friends, 
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                              LESZEK KLOSZEWSKI CONT:         

a drive of over 1000kms each way but made 

easier by the famous German autobahns 

where speed is not an issue. It was about 

2007 when he bought land in Poland and 

started building a house and a prosthetic 

“atelier” (workshop). His wife chose to stay 

in The Netherlands and they made a decision 

to separate. He then met with his current 

partner, Louisa, around 2010. They had been 

friends at school but re-connected all those 

years later. Leszek said that he was well known and highly respected by the        

amputee community in Holland and he attained a higher level of accreditation by 

completing 4 years of study there before gaining his post graduate diploma from 

Strathclyde University in Glasgow. In 2008, he started his own company, 

“Proteza.Com” back in Poland. Patients from Poland, Ukraine and all over Europe 

started coming to his small “atelier” for individual prosthetic fitting. In 2012, he was 

involved in an accident which left him with serious injuries and he had to learn to 

walk again. By 2017, he realised the need to provide another challenge in his life 

and resigned from the company he had set up and started looking at possibilities of 

employment overseas. In 2019, he made enquiries with the NZ Artificial Limb     

Service and was invited to come to NZ in early 2020 whereupon he started working 

at the Burwood Centre on February 2nd, just before our first lockdown. His partner, 

Louisa, who had arrived in NZ with Leszek, has had to return to Poland to help look 

after elderly family members but intends returning to NZ as soon as she is able to. 

FAVOURITE FOOD: Ethnic Polish dishes and seafood. 

FAVOURITE ACTIVITIES/HOBBIES: Tramping, mountaineering, ice climbing, all    

outdoor pursuits, alternative medicine and healing. 

FAVOURITE MUSIC: Classical & jazz.         FAVOURITE MOVIE: Out of Africa. 

FAVOURITE BOOKS: Enjoys reading biographies and history books. 

Leszek admitted that the greatest risk he ever took was to start his own company in 

Poland given the unstable political environment. He has vast travel experience     

including ALL of Europe, Africa, The Americas and now NZ is his home. Leszek said  

he gains a lot of satisfaction being hands on with clients and making a difference in 

their lives by using his experience and creativity to overcome technical challenges. 

Leszek said he finds it hard to “comply” as 

he feels he is an individualist but thoroughly  

enjoys working with his fellow staff at the     

Burwood Centre and he does feel proud to 

be part of the team. He has found the NZ 

people to be very friendly and accepting 

and knows that the decision to travel all the 

way around the world to start this new 

chapter of his life was the correct one. 
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                            CHRISTMAS FUNCTION:           

 
Our normal function venue has been at 

The Hornby Club but they are unable to 

offer us a suitable area so we have made 

a booking to hold our Christmas function 

elsewhere. This also gives members from 

North/East side of the city a chance to    

attend without travelling too far. We hope 

to see a good turnout from members and 

look forward to catching up on the day. 

There will be great raffles on offer so 

bring your spare cash.   

PLACE: The Redwood Hotel.340 Main 

North Rd, Redwood. 

DATE: Sunday, November 28th. 

TIME: 11.30am and lunch 12.30pm.  

COST: The society will subsidise the cost by $5 making it $25 per person.    

Please advise of your intention to attend by contacting Justine on 021 

1055189, justinemw@me.com or Mark on  03 3375747  by Nov 24th.                            

        75TH AMPUTEES FEDERATION CONFERENCE:           

The conference is to be held in Wellington between April 8th & 10th, 2022 at The 

Brentwood Hotel. Our regional society has applied for funding to send a group of 

attendees to Wellington for the event so 

if you are interested in travelling to this 

special event, please make contact with 

Mark Bruce (details on back page)       

before the end of November to      

register your interest. Attendance is    

contingent upon our funding application 

being successful and spaces being     

available as it is “first in, first served”.  
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                       NEW LIMB CENTRE PROGRESS :           

Just as the contractors were starting on the construction of the new Limb Centre, 

the country was put in to Level 4 lockdown so it was tools down. Since dropping 

back in level, they have been hard at work and making great progress. The first 2 

photos are taken on September 13th, the next 2 from September 29th and the 

last on October 20th. For those of you who have visited the centre recently, you 

will have noticed that it is a “hive of activity” with some minor changes to how you 

access the centre and the building itself. There is now no entry from the original 

entrance on Burwood Rd-use the main hospital entrance (Gate One) and follow the 

road in before turning hard left to proceed to the rear of the Limb Centre where 

there are plenty of mobility parks available. Entry in to the centre is well         

signposted from this point. We will continue to provide photo updates in the next 

newsletter (February) so things will look significantly different from these pictures. 
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                    AMPUTEE AWARENESS OCT 4-11 :           

Recently, we celebrated Amputee Awareness Week and most regional societies from 

around NZ participated in some way in their local areas. The idea behind this was to share 

knowledge, spread hope and to de-stigmatise any negative perceptions surrounding     

people suffering limb loss/difference by amputees making themselves available to the   

general public and answering any questions. This initiative was driven by the Amputees 

Federation and generously supported by Peke Waihanga (NZALS). The Limb Service     

provided us with pull up banners, posters and branded pens while the Federation supplied 

ribbons to hand out. Locally, some members manned a display at The Palms Mall in 

Shirley on Friday, October 8th and Saturday October 9th where they engaged with the 

general public. Also in attendance was Thomas Duffy from Taska Prosthetics who had 

some hand prostheses available for the public to see. It was an enjoyable and productive 

interaction with the public over the two days and your local committee is firmly of the 

opinion that this was a very worthwhile experience for all involved. A huge thank you to 

those members who manned the display, those who just “popped” in to say hello, Peke 

Waihanga and Taska Prosthetics. 

     Our table outside Countdown                  L-R. Noel Lang, Justine Mangan-Woods, 

         The Palms Mall, Shirley                       Thomas Duffy (Taska), Alesha Kelly 

It was especially heartening to learn that Jess De Vries (Vascular Nurse) and her          

colleagues from Ward A8, ChCh Hospital, got in to the spirit of Amputee Awareness Week 

by making their own ribbons and baking gingerbread men (minus some limbs) as well as       

running an educational slide show for patients. Well done Jess. 

L-R. Rupert Hobson, Evee McDougall 

Ian Steel, Jess de Vries, Cindy Gibb. 
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Amputee Society of  

 Canterbury & Westland Inc. 

www.amputeeinfo.co.nz 

 

The Amputees Federation of NZ 

www.amputee.co.nz 
 

NZ Artificial Limb Service    
www.nzals.govt.nz 

Peer Support 

www.peersupport.nz 

 

Parafed Canterbury 

www.parafedcanterbury.co.nz 

  

International Diabetes Federation 

www.idf.org  

Amputee News 

www.amputeenews.com 

 

Disability Rights Commissioner 

www.hrc.co.nz 

 

UN Programme on Disability 

www.un.org/issues/m-disabl.asp 

 

Paraloan 03 3795983  

www.paraloan.org.nz  

Email: paraloan@xtra.co.nz 

Nation Wide H&D Advocacy  

Service – 0800 555050 

 

Aspire Canterbury, 

Disabilities Information Service  

17 E Bishopdale Courts, Bishopdale Mall CHCH 
Website: www.aspirecanterbury.org.nz 

Total Mobility. Contact Julie (03) 3669093 

julie@aspirecanterbury.org.nz 

LifeLinks. 0800 866 877 

Web: lifelinks.co.nz Email:office@lifelinks.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

Web  Sites 

                                                Smile Awhile 

CCS Disability Action  

224 Lichfield St, Ch-Ch. Thomas Callanan. 

03 3655661/0800 2272255. 

Email: canterbury@ccsdisabilityaction.org.nz 

http://www.amputeeinfo.co.nz
http://www.parafedcanterbury.co.nz
http://www.idf.org
http://www.amputeenews.com
http://www.un.org/issues/m-disabl.asp
http://www.aspirecanterbury.org.nz
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Amputee Society of 

Canterbury & Westland 

Inc. 

PO Box 26-148 

North Avon   CHCH  8148 

 

President/Funding/

Newsletter Editor 

Mark Bruce 03 337-5747 

027 2381958 

mark.bruce@xtra.co.nz 

 

Vice President 

Alesha Kelly 021 708863 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Justine Mangan-Woods       

021 1055189 

justinemw@me.com 

 

Web Site  

Manager 

Jo Boereboom   03 942-5320 

farmtree58@gmail.com 

 

Marketing Coordinator 

Ed Jones 03 347-4942 

ed@jungletoyz.co.nz  

 

Visiting Coordinator 

Lisa Gray 027 339 2678 

lisagrey1@xtra.co.nz 

 

Other Committee Members 

Vaughan Mangan-Woods 

Janice Frost 

Bob Newby 

 

 

West Coast Contact 

Will Sturkenboom                

03 732-8312 

wsturk@xtra.co.nz 

 

Total Mobility Scheme 

Agent: Aspire Canterbury 

03 3666189 

julie@aspirecanterbury.org.nz 

Mobility Parking Permit 

CCS Disability Action 

03 365-5661/0800 2272255 

 

Life Members 

Rachel White     Rod Boyce 

Liz Rogers         Heather Plows     

Ava Thomas   Margaret Hunter 

 

 

. 

Artificial Limb Service 
330 Burwood Road, Christ-
church  
Phone 03-383-0501  
Fax    03-383-3566 
Hours: 8.00am - 4.30pm  
 

Office administrator 

Pauline Afitu 
www.nzalb.govt.nz 
 

Amputee Society of  
Canterbury/Westland Inc 
Westpac  03 0830 026 4400 00 
 

Burwood Hospital 
Hydro Pool 

        

Wed:  4-30pm-6-30pm 
Sundays: 1pm – 2-30pm 
This is with Parafed and 
there is a $2.00 charge. 
 
 
 

     Christchurch City Council 
 

Disability Golf NZ 

For any enquiries about      

becoming involved, any-

where in NZ, please contact  

Andrew Woo, 021 885678         

 

 

Thanks to Our Sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Computer Help ? 

Contact Joanne for advice 

at very affordable rates.  

www.computertutor.nz 

Mobile 027 2909246 

Home 942-5320 

 

mailto:ed@jungletoyz.co.nz
http://www.nzalb.govt.nz

