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We are grateful for the support from : 

Te Kāhui Mutumutu o Te Upoko o te ika-a-Māui 
The Amputee Society of the Greater Wellington Region Inc 

 "Providing support for amputees and their families"  
27 Waiho Tce, Elsdon, Porirua. 0274 876599 

tetau@paradise.net.nz 

 
       April 2016 Newsletter 

Ngā mihi o te wā Ngahuru  ki a koutou katoa  =  Greetings of the Autumn season to you all. 

We are so excited to proudly unfurl our new society banner design to all our members. We have 

been banner-less for some time now and with the upcoming Amputee Federation Conference in 

Christchurch this April we wanted to rock up with something unique and distinctive to us here in 

the Greater Wellington Region. Mary took the reins on this project and enlisted the help of 

photographer Gaela Crothers and took an amazing set of photo's of artificial limbs to spell the 

word "Wellington".  Needing to further our design concept I contacted my cousin and artist Sam 

Te Tau. After a lengthy kōrero with Sam and an exchange of information about our society and 

the amputees' journey he created this inspiring banner design. 

We are so grateful to Gaela & Sam for their time and artistic talents. This banners artwork and 

design comes with Sam's interpretation and meaning is inserted on page five.  Please take the 

time to read and celebrate along with us our new banner design. - Ken 
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Meet our new committee for 2016 

Back row: Don Millward [life member] Graham Bell, Ken Te Tau [Vice President/Field Officer] Rob Penhey [Secretary]  

middle row: Kath Stone, Meryl Knowles, Jenny Thompson [life member] 

Front row: Joanne  Mailing, Raewyn Te Tau [Treasurer] Kate Horan [President]      

Absent: Mary Humphreys [Co Vice President]  Juanita Penhey 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We recently held our annual AGM on April 2nd at the Wellington Artificial Limb Centre. We are 

grateful to Manager Ray Binet for allowing us to use the centre as our AGM venue. We would 

like to welcome Joanne Maling and Meryl Knowles to the team. It's great to have two new faces 

in our line-up we look forward to adding their enthusiasm and talents to our committee. We also  

welcome the support of Mary Humphreys who will help steady the ship as the Co-Vice President. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Field Officer Report: Our Field Officer Ken Te Tau has furnished 

an annual report. If you are interested in what Ken's been up to 

for the past year, please contact us for a copy. 
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Kate Horan rode a great race in the C4 Women's 500m Time Trial, winning the bronze medal, 

despite two athletes before her both breaking the current world record at the UCI Para-Cycling 

Track World Championship in Montichiari, Italy, last month. Kate certainly has her work cut out 

for her now as she prepares for the Rio Para-Olympics in September this year. This bronze medal 

is certainly a positive sign that Kate has the determination and drive to do whatever it takes to 

stand on the podium.  Well done Kate we are all cheering for you - Ken 

Rob Penhey volunteered to trial a new 

prototype swimming leg being designed by a 

student at Victoria University. Some of the kinks 

are still being ironed out but the signs are 

positive with Rob tearing up and down the lane. 

CEO of NZALS  Sean Gray was on hand to check 

out the progress. It's all a little hush hush at the 

moment but we will keep you updated. 
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Keeping cool in the shade at our Picnic at Days Bay, Eastbourne 

We had a small amputee gathering at our Days Bay Picnic in Feb. It was lovely day and great to 

see Bill Coburn out and about after a little R&R in Hutt hospital.  

We are keen to hold more events, if you have any ideas or challenges you would like to 

participate in let us know we would love to support you. Some of the ideas passed around the 

table were:  

A short bush walk with Don Millward or Rock Climbing at the Wellington Waterfront. Now if 

these types of activities are a little tricky then perhaps you might enjoy going to the Ballet or 

listen to Bach (NZSO), perhaps another Movie Night. We are keen to venture out and give 

absolutely anything a go. 

From the Treasurer: 

I wish to thank Long & Cowan for completing the review of our Annual Financial Statements for 

the year ending 30 November 2015.  This service has given the committee the confidence that 

our financial practices and records will meet the Tier 4 XRB financial accounting requirements. 

Thanks goes to Ben and his team at Long and Cowan. 

I would also like to thank the Lions Foundation for the contribution to our Conference expenses 

and also to members who have made their contribution to our Society of time, donations, and 

subscriptions.  With your participation, we are able to be a viable Incorporated Society.  Thank 

you. 
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Ken and I attended the consultation on the review of the Incorporated Societies Act 1908.  MBIE 

and Charities Commission are leading the consultation on what needs to be amended, added 

and repealed in this ACT, so that Incorporated Societies can be better served by legislation. The 

power point slides and kōrero gave us a good idea about what changes they are suggestion to 

the 1908 Act.  There is a long lead in time, as they do expect the Governor General will give Royal 

Assent in 2018.  After which, there will be a transition arrangement to allow all Incorporations to 

be compliant with the new legislation. Further information can be read on the MBIE web site: 

http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business-law/incorporated-societies/incorporated-

societies-bill-exposure-draft   

The changes will require us to think about our constitution and how we can remain compliant 

with any changes that are passed into Law.  If you would like to be part of a small team that is 

able to support the Committee to understand the changes and help us review our 

constitution, please get in touch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The triangles represent ngā tangata/people at different stages dealing with limb loss.                                                       
 [red = blood    white = bone   black= grief  yellow = courage/ will    purple = faith/ healing] 

Triangle clusters are groups, family and community support, Single triangles are limbs removed. 

The koru design is Mangōpare, the hammer head shark- representing the tenacity, resilience, 

strength and courage needed to cope with limb loss. The composition represents the many 

maunga/mountains  that surround the Wellington and  Wairarapa region, parting to come down 

into Te Whanganui-a-Tara - Wellington harbour. Another metaphor that can be added to the 

korero of the design is in reference to Māui. The cutting up of te ika-a-Māui, the great fish, was 

an act of defiance by his brothers, severing the flesh of the earth thereby creating 

maunga/mountains - Sam Te Tau 

Amputee Federation logo 
centred is bright, vibrant and 
modern. It represents the 
inter-linking and coming 
together of amputees (shown 
in the joining of the four 
figures), one supporting the 
other.  
The logo is moving and 
fluent, symbolizing that 
amputees are not limited by 
disability and that being an 
amputee does not mean life 
comes to an end. 
 

 

http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business-law/incorporated-societies/incorporated-societies-bill-exposure-draft
http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business-law/incorporated-societies/incorporated-societies-bill-exposure-draft
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Hi, my name is Jo Maling.                

I recently became a 

committee member at the 

last AGM. 

I have been a below (R) 

knee amputee since 

February 1995 as a result 

of circulation problems. 

I was born with my right 

leg larger than my left, 

especially my knee.  

For several years I had the 

diagnosis of 

Neurofibromatosis and 

from a young age. 

                 [Wellington Mayor Celia Wade-Brown & Jo Maling] 

 I looked into having my leg amputated, but was told that they would not know where to 

amputate it from, due to the fibromas, so I found it really difficult as a child and teenager 

knowing I was different from other people  and accepting my limitations. 

 In the early 1990’s a specialist in England queried the diagnosis and it was confirmed that I had 

Tuberous Sclerosis and I had benign tumours also on my kidneys which have caused  problems as 

they’ve bled, especially recently. I have had a lot of support from NZ Artificial Limb Service and 

from family and friends over the years . 

I have worked in the Disability field, mainly in the area of Administration and I also trained as a 

Massage Therapist, though not practicing at the moment. I have been doing Taoist Tai chi for 

about 4 years which I have found really helped my balance and my stress levels. I  also trained as 

a tutor with English Language Partners and once a week I volunteer at an English Language class 

in Kilbernie.  

I am looking forward to being on the committee.  

 


