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"Providing support for amputees and their families." 
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Ngahuru - Autumn 

We Remembered Them… 

On the weekend of April 12 -14, The Amputee Federation of NZ 
held its annual conference at the Distinction Hotel in Dunedin. 
We welcomed Dunedin City Councillor, Rachel Elder, to open our 
conference her speech concluded with the fourth stanza of 
Laurence Binyon’s,  “Ode to the Fallen Soldier”.  
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them 
 
We also remembered those whose lives were lost in the 
Christchurch Mosque massacre, which now sadly sits at 51. 

Amputees Inspiring Stories… 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Meet Amputee Federation conference speakers Korrin Barrett, William Pike and Holly Robison. 
These three amazing people came to share their stories of how they overcame incredible odds, 
rose above adversity to inspire our nation and set about to change the world. 

April/May 2019 

Cr Rachel Elder 
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“There are three choices when something like this 
shakes your world – give in, give up or give it all 

you've got. I chose the latter." 

In 2012 Korrin awoke from an induced coma to discover that both legs, one 
arm and part of her left hand had been amputated to save her from a life-

threatening septicaemia infection. Korrin’s story is one of incredible courage and 
determination to survive and thrive with multiple limb loss. I was really interested in the fact 
that Korrin had double below knee osteointegration surgery, which is working amazingly well 
for her. Korrin’s story has been replayed and relayed again and again across many media 
forums she desires to inspire and encourage disabled and abled bodied people to live life to the 
fullest regardless of what life throws at you. I hope you will take the time to investigate and be 
inspired too.    Check out her webpage here:  http://www.korrin.nz/media#blog 

"I was lucky I was alive. Yep, I had been dealt a 
tough hand, but what I had been left with was a 

lot. Nothing was going to stop me." 

On September the 25th, 2007 William Pike survived a life-changing event 
that would not only alter the landscape of Mount Ruapehu but also 

reshape his physical future. A tramping trip up Mt Ruapehu with his friend James turned into a 
horrific nightmare as William, woken by a noise from outside the mountain hut, opened the 
door only to be met by a wall of volcanic rock and debris trapping his legs firmly with no way 
of extricating them. Mt Ruapehu had erupted unexpectedly; friend 
James had to make the mad dash down the mountainside in the dark 
to find help. Its another incredible story of courage and bravery that 
is well worth the time exploring.  
 
We got to hear Williams story first-hand at our Amputee Federation 
Conference in Dunedin and look at some of his graphic, turn your 
head away now warning, photographs of his horrific injuries he 
sustained and the lengthy rehabilitation and recovery period he 
endured. William retells his epic story in his book called: “Every 
Days a Good Day” which is a fantastic read. [right] Our society 
President, Kate Horan, managed to sneak in a photo opportunity 
with William. 
 
As well as being an inspirational, motivational speaker William 
champions a youth programme called The William Pike Challenge. 
Through this programme, young people are challenged to push themselves out of their comfort 
zones to overcome adverse changes and unexpected obstacles to prepare them for future real-
life situations. Check out Williams webpage:  https://williampike.co.nz/ 
 

http://www.korrin.nz/media#blog
https://williampike.co.nz/
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“Words cannot express how I feel right now…” 

Holly Robinson was born with her left arm ending below her elbow, had 
been competing in various sports in her younger years, playing rugby at the 
age of 4 in her hometown of Hokitika. Holly explored numerous sporting 
codes before settling on Para-Athletics at age 9. Holly has gone on to 

represent New Zealand at the World Champs, two Paralympic Games and at the 2018  
Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast where she threw 43.32m to win the Silver Medal. 
Holly has since gone on to throw her personal best and world record of 45.73 at a meet in 
Sydney this April and is now officially ranked World No 1 Women’s Javelin F46 and yes, as 
she states, words cannot express how she feels right now. We were delighted to listen to 
Holly’s presentation at the Amputee Conference and applaud her incredible achievements on 
and off the worlds sporting stage. Congratulations Holly! World Champion. 
http://www.paralympics.org.nz/Para-Athletes/Para-athletics-athletes/Holly-Robinson 

Do you have an inspirational story to share? 

We all have a unique story to tell; we have all experienced seemingly 
insurmountable challenges; we can all share snippets from our lived 
experiences to encourage and support others on a similar journey. 

 
Please contact me if you would like to share your story in upcoming newsletters 

Ken: whānau.tetau@gmail.com 

Highland Haggis Highlight 

We were enthralled by the Address to a Haggis 
ceremony performed for us at the Scottish themed 
dinner at the conference. What an enjoyable cultural 
experience, the piper, piped, and the poem addressing 
the Haggis recited with all the dramatic ceremonial 
flair. I was a bit dubious about sampling this age-old, 
packed in sheep’s guts, delicacy but my curiosity (and 
hunger) got the best of me. It tasted a lot like minced 
sausage, and It went down a lot better with tomato 
sauce, [to the ire of those at my table]. 
 

His knife see rustic Labour dight, 
An cut you up wi ready slight, 
Trenching your gushing entrails bright,  Like onie ditch; 
And then, O what a glorious sight,  Warm-reekin, rich! 

http://www.paralympics.org.nz/Para-Athletes/Para-athletics-athletes/Holly-Robinson
mailto:whānau.tetau@gmail.com
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Dobbins…. Super Supporters 

Meet Dave and Carol Earl, owners of Dobbins Furniture in 
Wall Place, Tawa. Dave and Carol have been supporting our  
Amputee Society, and again this year provided us with 
another donation to help our work within the Amputee 
community. We are incredibly grateful for their ongoing 
kindness and generosity.  
As a small token of our 
appreciation, our cake making 
extraordinaire Mary made a 
Dobbins themed cake which we 
presented to Dave and Carol.  
It looks almost too good to eat. 
 

To further their generosity, Dave has offered to provide discounts 
to our Amputee members and families on the quality products that 
he has for sale in his Wall Place warehouse in Tawa. All you have 
to do is mention that you are an Amputee Society member, and 
Dave will take care of the rest.  
 
 
 
 
New and Recycled Furniture 
20 Wall Place, Tawa 
Ph: 04 2323405 
email: sales@dobbins 
www.dobbins.co.nz 

Thank You Sponsors 

Another big thank you to the Lions Foundation for accepting and granting 
our funding application to send 14 of our members to the Amputee 
Federation Conference in Dunedin.  
 

The Lottery Grants Committee noted that our Society’s application for 
funding for our Field Officer and Peer Support Volunteer demonstrates 
community benefit and therefore granted the funding. 
 
Whittakers Chocolates have been supplying our Society with their 
delicious products for several years now; we are so grateful for their 
commitment of ongoing support for our local community. 
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Amputee Federation Conference 2019 

Our stay at the Distinction Hotel was fabulous; the 
Hotel was formerly the old Post Office. 
The Conference ran smoothly; the Hotel staff 
were always on hand to help out. 
Once again the guest speakers were outstanding 
we enjoyed the presentation by CEO Sean Gray 
who outlined the fantastic work that the NZALS 
are doing to achieve all their targets across the 
whole service, in particular addressing the wider 
needs of patients who have experienced limb loss. 
 
Raewyn and I popped down to the Toitū Otago Settlers Museum on Saturday morning, what an 
amazing experience. Set in what used to be the old Bus Station the exhibition is incredibly well 
thought out, we highly recommend that you visit Toitū on your next visit to Dunedin. 
 
A big thank you to the Southland Conference organisers; it was a great conference.  
A special thanks and shout out to Grahame Sawyer and the airport shuttle van team that 
coordinated our chaotic arrival and departure schedules. 
 

Thank you also to Bevan 
Joyce who has been learning 
the Bagpipes for a wee-while 
now, we were blessed to 
have him open our 
conference with his 
rendition of “Scots Wah Hae” 
via video. Keep it up Bevan, 
Well done. 
 

Bereavements 

I have had the privilege of supporting two gentlemen, Grant Kamau and David Valentine, as they 
journeyed through our Capital Coast Hospital system. Both men had undergone amputation 
surgery to save their lives, and both men were looking forward to returning home to family and 
when time and healing had taken place, to be fitted with a prosthesis to resume their goals and 
aspirations. Grant had a love for music; he was the saxophonist for a Hastings band in the ’60s 
called “The Rockets”. David, a Scotsman, had a passion for the outdoors and had recently 
purchased a Camper Van and was looking forward to more trips away with his grandchildren. 
Sadly, both men passed away within the Hospital environs it was a privilege for me to hear and 
share a short snippet of their remarkable lives – moe mai rā e ngā Rangatira. 
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Ampu-ski Trip 2019 

The 2019 Snow Trip has been confirmed for the weekend of 30th August to the 1st September. 
The event is becoming extremely popular since its inauguration; it is expected that this year’s 
numbers will grow to 31, including supporters. Registrations are open now, so if you’re thinking 
of participating, please contact Matt Bryson,  0212720666 or mattbrysongg@gmail.com 
 
You may have seen the TV One Attitude programme 
featuring Matt’s story and also filming the 
Ruapehu Snow Trip 2018. If you would like to watch it 
and see the fellowship and amazing achievements of 
those attending the Snow Trip, click on the link below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynacNLtURvY 

 
Numbers are limited so Register now and don’t miss out! 
 

Taking our Limbs  http://takemyhands.org/ 

In April we received notification from NZALS that they had four boxes of Prosthetic Limbs to 
donate to Take My Hands. We knew that these would come in very useful and then not long 
after receiving them we received an email from Rob Buchanan of MEND, 
http://mend.org.nz/n/  another great Kiwi organisation that helps people all over the world 
with rehabilitation and equipment to help them lead better more mobile lives. Rob was actually 
on his way up to Auckland to catch a flight, but he made a detour to meet Janette to pick up the 
four boxes and ten others that Take My Hands had been storing ready for the right recipient.   
 
*If You have an old Prosthetic Limb that you no longer need and would like to donate it to the 
charity, please drop it off at your nearest Limb Centre:       https://www.nzals.co.nz/ 

 
 

mailto:mattbrysongg@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynacNLtURvY
http://takemyhands.org/
http://mend.org.nz/n/
https://www.nzals.co.nz/
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Special General Meeting 

18 May 2019 

Notice of Special General Meeting 

Nau mai, haere mai 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special General Meeting of the Amputee Society of the Greater 

Wellington Region Inc will be held on Saturday 6 July 2019 at 2 pm at the Artificial Limb Centre, 

42 Mein St, Newtown. The SGM will propose to alter the Society's Financial Year End date from 30 

November, to 31 October. 

Please RSVP your intention to attend before Friday 28 June by contacting me by phone 04 2377630 

[leave a message] or text  0274 876599 or email whanau.tetau@gmail.com  

We would love to have the input and creative ideas of our members, please attend and help us 

determine the future of our Amputee Society. 

Ken Te Tau 

Vice President  

We would like to acknowledge and express our gratitude to Kath Sone, who has represented our 
society on the Amputee Federation National Committee for the past year. As a parting gift, Kath 
has kindly offered two of her favourite recipes which she hopes you will enjoy – Bon Appetite.  

                                                “Thank You Kath” 

mailto:tetau@paradise.net.nz
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Support our Society 

We will be holding a Movie Fundraiser at Pauatahanui on Sunday, July 14th.  Disguised as a 
children’s movie this 4th instalment of Toy Story will, I’m sure, include all the witty comedic 
script writing that grown-ups liked from the previous 1-3 iterations, and of course the kids will 
just love the funny walking talking toys.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmiIUN-7qhE 
 

Come and hang out with other Amputees and their families and enjoy all the fun. 
 

For Tickets, please contact Rob Penhey: rob.penhey@gmail.com or phone/text 0276198240 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmiIUN-7qhE
mailto:rob.penhey@gmail.com

