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NEWSLETTER  
 

April / May 

2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Autumn to everyone. I am absolutely enjoying the beautiful days ( Cyclone Cook has been and gone). 

We have been in our Taradale home for a year now and as I said when we came here, I am no gardener. But 

having seen the garden through a whole year of seasons I now know that the previous owner has left us with a 

well planned and easy garden. I have been seeking advice from a few knowledgable members and to my     

surprise I find I really like gardening. I am advised by one such expert that now is the time to plant daffodils 

so I have 100 bulbs on the way via the internet. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter, we had plenty to say, so I hope it is as interesting to read as it was to put  

together. 

Cheers Diane 

 

                                          Autumn Get Together 

                           

 Jarks Cityside  

Stortford Lodge Hastings 

 

Saturday May 6th 2017 

       2 course luncheon (main and dessert) 

 

     $25 per person 

 

 

RSVP Diane phone 9763716 
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National Amputee Federation Conference 2017                                                     Geoff Hansen 

This year’s National Conference was hosted by the Taranaki Regional Society & held in New Plymouth. Unfortunately the Limb 

Centre Clinic at HB Hospital was on the Thursday & Friday & as I had to be at the National Federation Executive meeting at           

3 00pm & was driving over I couldn’t attend the Friday clinic. 2 of our members Al & Jacqui attended with me I picked them up in 

Napier at 8 30am & as Al had been at the gym at 6 00am we stopped at a cafe in Waipukurau for his breakfast. The next stop was a 

comfort stop for Jacqui (Woolworth’s bladder) at Wanganui to be fair I also went. Al offered to drive from there & we called in to 

see a mate of mine briefly between Eltham & Stratford & got to the Novotel at 2 40pm. I got my stuff into my room & got to the 

meeting which went till around 5 45pm, there was plenty to talk about. Al, Jacquie & I walked a couple of blocks down the street to 

get some tea & had to be back at the conference room for the opening by 7 15pm. The New Plymouth Mayor opened the conference 

he was lead in by a bagpipe player (keep that in mind Ted) & we had some mingle & greet time before the National Council meeting 

began at 8 00pm. For the first time with our membership over 100 we had 2 votes so Al & myself were the delegates representing 

HB/East Coast. I kept my position on the executive & everything went smoothly with no voting required as there was a majority of 

ayes on all proposals. The Memorandum of Understanding to work with CCS at a regional level was passed which I feel will benefit 

our Societies. Unfortunately the Canes v Waratahs game had finished but the result was great but after another mingle & greet we 

went back to our rooms around 10 00pm for the night. Al checked out the gym at the Hotel early the next morning I just watched 

TV. We did the local bus tour which departed from the hotel at 9 30am. They must have known Jacquie was going as the bus had a 

toilet on board. We went to Te Rewa Rewa bridge on the north side of New Plymouth The bridge is 83 metres long & looks like a 

breaking wave. The weather was great & we could clearly see Mt Egmont/Taranaki. We went up to Pukekura Park where the zoo is 

just for a look from the bus. We then went to the Len Lye Centre which is a contemporary art museum however the exterior of the 

building is the eye opener.  It is a big building the equivalent of 3 stories high but the exterior walls are curved & they are like     

mirrors but I think it is stainless steel. Very impressive we didn’t have a lot of time to look inside but I did a quick lap of the inside. 

We then went to Moturoa for a view of the harbour & Paritutu rock There is a track up the rock & it takes about 15 to 20 minutes but 

is pretty steep so we didn’t pursue that. We got back to the Hotel at 11 30am & lunch was not far away. Following that the presenta-

tions started & they were all great the first was a Pain Specialist Dr Lorna Fox & she was very informative & interesting as were 

others on Saturday afternoon & Sunday morning that included Ken Sowden the Parafed Canterbury Manager & former coach of the 

Wheel Blacks. Ken has been to the Paralympic Games since Atlanta in 1996 & talked about the highs & lows of all of the games 

since then. Tim Crowe from Amputees in Action also spoke he creates emergency situations using amputees to endorse injuries with 

a fair bit of makeup applied. The Saturday night dinner was a Western theme & we had a live band Midlife Crisis. I think Al may be 

one of them as he ended up going into town to carry on dancing well into the wee hours. I pulled the pin around 11 00pm & went to 

bed.  We got feedback from the Give it a Go youth participants on Sunday morning & most thought the under bridge swing was the 

most exciting activity including our representative Abby. We left at 12 00pm as we had to get our rental vehicle back. I think Al’s 

hangover stopped him from offering to drive any distance. We stopped for a feed at Wanganui unfortunately the queue was out to 

the door at the KFC so it was a 30 minute wait. I dropped Al & Jacquie off & got the vehicle back. We all agreed the conference was 

excellent, so well done & thanks to Taranaki. 

Subscriptions 
 

As the Society’s financial year ends at the 30th of November, subs are due from                  

December 1st each year. If you have paid your sub for 2017, thankyou. If not, would you  

please attend to it as soon as possible. 

Pay by cheque or cash to HB / East Coast Amputee Society PO Box 369 Hastings 

Online bank details ( add name to deposit please) 03 1518 0032642 00 

 

The sub is still $10 per member, receipts will be issued 
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Al Dancing to the Band              

“Midlife Crisis” 

Geoff, Al and Jacqui on 

TeRewaRewa Bridge 
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Battle of the Beasts 2.  

 

Congratulations to our member Al van Zonneveld who 

participated in a boxing event  on April 15th at the  

Pettigrew Green Arena. 

The purpose of the event was to raise funds for two 

charities based in Hawke’s Bay both of which have 

won Pride of New Zealand awards for their community 

work. One charity is the Beastmode Whanau  

Incorporated Society which offers free boxing and  

fitness classes for children and the other being Nga 

Tukimata O Kahungunu vocational services which  

supports people with permanent disability and/or head 

injury. 

 

Al is pictured left with his son Ryan and his coach. 

Fantastic undertaking Al, good for you! 

NZALS 

New Zealand Artificial Limb Service 

Peke Waihanga, Aotearoa 
 

We would like to mention the new Central Regional Manager Rebecca Grooby,  Becky is currently a Clinical 
Prosthetist at the Auckland Artificial Limb Centre, and will take up her new role early in June. I’m sure she will 
make a trip up to one of the Regional Clinics at HB Hospital in the near future. Welcome aboard Becky. 

Job Vacancies 
 

Our fabulous Field Officer Geoff Hansen has indicated that he needs to stand down from 

some of his responsibilities. 

 

Having a designated field officer has proved very beneficial to amputees and to the  

society. We want to find someone who can take over the role and we are open to  

suggestions regarding how that might work for someone or maybe more than one person as 

a job share situation. 

If you are interested, have ideas or suggestions please contact Geoff or Diane to discuss it 

with us. Please don’t hesitate, we are open to all suggestions. 

 

The second part of this message is that we will be needing a new treasurer. Geoff has been a 

great asset and has good systems in place. Now is the time for a potential new treasurer to 

start learning the ropes. Geoff is the best person to outline the details, so if you are  

interested in this voluntary position, give Geoff a call. Phone numbers are on the back page. 
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We would like to welcome our new member   
Elaine Wilson (Tamatea) 

Welcome to our society, we hope to see you               
sometime soon. 

 

 

 

 

  Farewell Sylvia Richardson                                                               Diane Walsh 

Sylvia and Eric Richardson met when they were kids. While chatting with Eric recently I learned that he was 16 when 

he met 15 year old Sylvia in their hometown of Leeds, England.  The couple married in 1958 and both worked hard to 

set up a home. Sylvia was a typist for a newspaper while Eric was a painter and interior decorator.  

In 1974 Eric and Sylvia came to New Zealand with their family of three boys. Once in New Zealand the couple 

worked at a variety of jobs with Sylvia working mostly in the evening so that she was home for the boys  during the 

day. 

Sylvia developed a love for theatre and was involved in many local theatre companies  as an actress, singer and     

director. Sylvia played a starring role as Madam Thenardier in Les Miserable and later was the director of the very 

popular Calendar Girls. Eric was a willing worker on the sets of productions with Sylvia asking him for pieces that 

were needed to furnish a stage which Eric would then build for her.  Later when Sylvia directed Calendar Girls, the 

vibrant  sunflowers that were a feature of that show became a favourite.  Sylvia was highly respected as a talented and 

versatile member of the Hawke’s Bay theatre community 

Two years ago Sylvia began to have issues with ill health which resulted in the loss of her leg in mid 2015. Sadly a  

variety of  health problems continued and Sylvia passed away early this year. 

We offer our condolences to Eric and their sons, family and grandchildren. 

The Society was represented at Sylvia’s funeral by Diane and Geoff, and it was poignant to see the sunflowers which 

were a theme. Farewell  Sylvia, rest in peace. 

 



6  

Committee Contacts 
 

Diane (President)  9763716 021 434833 daisym@paradise.net.nz 

Geoff (Field Officer / Treasurer) 8703357 02172357 burnoff@xtra.co.nz 

Bernice (Vice President) 8703357   

Jeannette (Secretary) 0212143504 

Visit and like our lively Facebook page  

 

and ask your friends to visit also 

Loan Equipment 

 

The Amputee Society has a range of equipment available  for short term loan to members and 

visiting amputees.  

There is a wheelchair, bath and shower seats, a commode and a few small ramps. 

 

Please phone or text (numbers below) 

Geoff or Diane 
 

 

Total Mobility 
Most amputees are eligible for subsidised taxi travel  

to enable daily activities, including leisure pursuits. 

Taxi services include mobility taxis 

To enquire and arrange a FREE assessment 

 

phone Diane at 9763716 or text 021434833 

Tiny’s Jewellery 
GENERAL JEWELLERY AND WATCH REPAIRS 

For all your watch repair requirements including straps, glass and  

battery replacement at $5 per battery

                                            See Tiny at 305A Lumsden Road Hastings  

 

                                    0276355966 


