
We always expect to hear mid winter reports of snow closing the roads in the deep South.  

When it comes to our more friendly  climate, snow and sub zero temperatures are not so 
common.  The “cold snap” of the last week has sent us digging out the thermals and rug-
ging up before venturing outside. I hope you are all keeping warm and well and avoiding 
the nasty lurgies that are about. 

Enjoy your newsletter and Purpose Magazine. 
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 Farewell 

Sadly we acknowledge the passing of one of our East Coast members, Jack Ferris, who died suddenly 

on the 24th June, while recovering from surgery. Jack has been an amputee since last year and has 

been a proud member for all of that time. Family tell us that Jack was greatly comforted by the     

support of other amputees.  Jack is survived by Rangi, his four sons, step son and many other      

Whanau both local and further away.  

 

We have also noted the recent death of Beth Turner (nee Ennor). Beth was a Life Time Member  who was latterly living in 

New Plymouth.   Beth was a very active member who  occupied a variety of roles on the local committee. 

 We convey our condolences to both families with our deepest respect 

Mid Winter Get Together 

Hot Café Lunch 

At Summerset in the Orchard  

Ada Street Hastings  

22nd August at 1200 

Blackboard Menu, $10 per person 

Transport Available if Required 

RSVP by 18th August to 

Graeme and Elaine 877 3997 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol and Bruce Smith have a lovely home in Havelock North. They married back in 1971 in their 

home country England with Bruce being brought up around the London area and Carol a West Ox-

fordshire girl from Bampton (now famously known as Downton as it is the fictional village filmed 

in the Downton Abbey series) Carol was working in a ladies dress and children’s wear shop, and 

walked about a mile to get to the bus stop to go to work each day. She began having pain & swell-

ing in her knee which was initially thought to be a cartilage issue. While walking to the bus stop 

one morning the pain got so bad she had to go into a shop to get help and this was when her issue 

was looked at more broadly. The results were given to Bruce first & Carol realised it wasn’t good 

when she saw Bruce’s face was as white as a sheet after talking to the surgeon. Carol was told it 

was good & bad news, the good news was she had a benign tumour known as osteoclastoma or 

GCTOB Giant Cell Tumour of the Bone & they could get rid of it. The bad news was her right leg 

had to be amputated above the knee. It is a relatively uncommon tumour & Carol has never met 

anyone else that has had an amputation because of it. This was only 3 years after they had mar-

ried and the surgery was carried out almost immediately. It was done on April the 1st but was no 

fool’s joke. As the limb centre was in the same grounds as the Oxford Hospital Carol actually went 

to the limb centre prior to having the amputation & the leg was measured. This happened on a 

Friday & the amputation was performed on the Monday.  

Carol and Bruce Smith:  A Member Profile 

by Geoff Hansen 



The following week was Easter & half the stitches were removed from the stump & Bruce was 

able to take Carol out for a drive. They went home so Carol could check on their cat & that 

Bruce was feeding it. The next week the remaining stitches were removed & Carol was able to 

go home. 

Amazingly she went back to work almost immediately, her boss used to send a taxi to collect her 

which would take her to physiotherapy then to work & take her home after work. Carol spent 

most of her time behind the counter but as they had 2 buildings she would sometimes go be-

tween them on her crutches as the Hospital would not give her a wheelchair. She was given 

what was called a “pylon” initially which was pretty much a pole with a rocker for a foot.  

Carol only wore this to physio but by November she got her first prosthesis.  

Carol has fortunately had no issues since. Carol realised a job that she could be seated at would 

be better & moved to an opticians where she worked fulltime for about 15 years. She then 

worked at the medical centre in her home town. They had around 6000 patients with 6 GP’s. 

Carol did 13 years in an admin receptionist role  

Bruce has a brother Alan, he came out to NZ as what was known as a “10 Pound Pom” with  

travel cost subsidised to that amount as workers were required in NZ then. He came straight 

from Agricultural College in England & he married a Kiwi girl and has lived in Taranaki for over 

50 years.  Bruce & Carol used to come out to visit quite often beginning in the early 80’s. They 

fell in love with Aotearoa & when Bruce got an early retirement option Alan suggested they 

move over & he would be their sponsor. They jumped through all the hoops (yes even Carol) & 

after 9 months were granted permanent residency, so sold their home & made the move. Carol 

got a GP not long after settling in & she was given the contact details for the Wellington Limb 

Centre. When she contacted them she was given Gillian Thompson’s details re our Society.  

Gillian is a life member of our Society & she went & visited Carol & Bruce & they have been 

members ever since. Carol is very thankful of Gillian’s kindness to them being new residents.  

Bruce has always been a passionate gardener & has carried on with that in Havelock North. 

Bruce also likes sailing & has been sailing during the summer months as a crew member since 

they have lived here. They also joined the Hastings Lions Club and Carol & Bruce like the quiz 

nights at the local Hotel & regularly attend. Carol is currently waiting for a new socket for her leg 

(Come on Otto) & they are heading off for a cruise in Alaska in August via San Francisco, Seattle 

& Vancouver for 16 days with another 22 people from Hawkes Bay, & around 2500 from other 

parts of the world. They will get to visit the Boeing factory while in Seattle. (Bruce might try & 

get in the pilot’s seat on the way home after that) They have previously done a cruise on the 

same boat around NZ & over to Hobart & Sydney. 

 Enjoy your holiday guys it’s great to have you as members of our society and thanks for the 

chance to share your story. 



Total Mobility 

Many amputees are eligible for subsidised taxi travel  

to enable daily activities, including leisure pursuits. 

Taxi services include mobility taxis 

To enquire and arrange a FREE assessment,  

phone Diane at 8774294 or text 021434833 

Hastings Storage Centre 

sponsers the printing of newsletters and brochures 

for The Amputee Society of Hawke’s Bay and East Coast Inc 

For affordable Storage Solutions  

Phone 8798 455 

WHEELCHAIR HOISTS 

We have had two wheelchair hoists donated to the society. They are available for sale and we are looking for 

offers for them.  

The brand is Gentle Giant and their capacity is 300kg, They are suitable for a van. 

Proceeds from the sale of these hoists will be added to Society funds. 

 

Please Phone Colin at 8767789  

                                   Two participants of the                          

                   Swim Exercise Group at the Onekawa Aquatic Centre 


