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Announcement 
 

The committee is delighted to inform members that we have been successful in securing funding to employ a Field Officer for one 

year. We will be working hard to raise sufficient funding to continue in the coming years also. 

Geoff Hansen, a society member,  started work in the position, on the first of June and is employed for 

twenty hours per month. 

Geoff aims to make contact with all members in the near future and will be visiting the East Coast  later in 

the year. 

 

Phone number if you want to contact Geoff is 021 723609 

Please read Geoff’s profile on page 2. 

President’s Report                                                                              Joan Parker 

 
Hi Friends , the last three months have been busy. 

The committee have been putting together an application to a local charitable trust for  funding to employ a Field Officer.   

I am pleased to inform you that  our application was successful .  

I would like to thank  Diane Walsh for her work on this project.     

I have been working on fund raising to support the work of  Hawke’s Bay East Coast Amputee Society. 

We are going to have a Sausage Sizzle outside Mitre 10, Hastings,  on August 10th   from 9am till 4pm. This will help people to see 

us as a group out in the community. It would be great to see members there to buy a sausage or two or hopefully lend a hand.  

If you can help us on the day, please ring me. We also need bread, onions and margarine, 200 sausages have already been donated by 

Baldy at the Bald Butcher. Please let me know if you can  donate anything  06 8778026 

We have other ideas up our sleeves for later in the year.  

It’s time for subs please...see more about that later in the newsletter. 

We had a clinic at Hastings Hospital earlier this month, it was great to say hello to some local amputees.  

East Coasters, if you have any ideas for fund raising up your way, please let me know, as we need funds to get around new and  

longtime members in your region.                   

Farewell 

 

Sadly, the committee acknowledges the passing of one of our East Coast members,  

Peter Hollamby.  

We send our condolences to Peter’s family and friends. 
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Member Profile 

Geoff Hansen 
 

 
On the 12th of October, 1979, aged 21, Geoff Hansen was out on his motor bike in Railway Road, Hastings. A 

car coming towards him, driven by a drunk driver,  crossed the centre line and hit Geoff head on. Not that 

Geoff remembers that, but he does remember the terrifying experience of waking in ICU some days later.  

Surgeons had fought to save Geoff’s  mangled right leg. In the weeks that followed the fight continued,  

complicated by serious infections, heamatomas and the need for skin grafts. 

The damage to Geoff’s right leg included complex fractures of all of the bones and major skin loss. Several 

inches of Geoff’s femur ended up stuck in the radiator of the car that hit him! 

On the 11th December, Geoff was transported to Hutt Hospital by ambulance for specialist skin grafting. 

Geoff was transferred home on December 23rd to spend Christmas in hospital nearer home. Throughout this 

time Geoff remained in traction. 

Geoff was continually plagued by infection, pain and disability until finally, sick of the  

struggle and desperate to get on with his life, Geoff decided to have his leg amputated below the knee.   

Finally Geoff’s right lower leg was amputated in April,1981. This was the last of thirteen operations in  

eighteen months. After the usual period of recovery Geoff went to  

Wellington to have a prosthetic limb fitted. 

At first Geoff had trouble walking due to stump pain, infection and 

contractures. After adjustments were made to his prosthesis, Geoff says 

he went “from strength to strength”. Geoff takes pride in living as  

normally as possible. As part of his recovery Geoff quit smoking.  

Because he had many spare hours, Geoff decided to undertake some 

study and qualified as an accountant. 

These days Geoff leads a full and busy life, his most recent pursuit  

being his appointment to the Field Officer position for the HB / East 

Coast Amputee Society. 

Geoff is a keen sports spectator, enjoying all sports and travelling away 

to sporting events. 

Other interests include his three grown up children and his grandkids. 

Motorbiking still features in the list of hobbies, Geoff comments that 

his accident did not put him off. 

Geoff has been involved in the local Society in various  ways over the years and looks forward to seeing it 

flourish in coming years. 

 

Asked for a word of wisdom, Geoff quotes a saying “It’s not the load,but how you carry it that counts.” 
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Subscriptions are now overdue 
If you have already paid...thankyou 

 

If not...Please post your $10 cheque to 
HB/ East Coast Amputee Society  

PO Box 369 Hastings 

 

Or pay online to 

03 1518 0032642 00 

 

It was a balmy December evening of 1998 when I decided to go for a walk. The streets 
of my Las Vegas neighborhood were alive. 
I met with friends at a sidewalk café,where we chatted about life in general. 
When it was time to take our leave, one friend offered to drive me home, it being on his route. Such was the beauty of 
the Nevada night I declined his offer, preferring to walk, thus enjoying the clear sky and night air. 
My last recall of that evening is standing on the sidewalk about 100M from my home, preparing to cross the road.  
I looked to my left and right. The only traffic was 200M away, stationary at traffic lights, so I walked. 
 
It was six days later when I awoke, though I did not know it at that moment. My first observation was of being in bed, 
in a room foreign to me. White walls and ceiling and, oh , there are tubes attached to my body parts. “This is a  
hospital. I must have been in an accident,”  thought I. I lay quite still, absorbing all this. Soon, I felt a need to scratch an 
itch behind my right knee. Uh oh, I don’t have a leg, Aaaaagh. 
 
What I had experienced was a first “phantom sensation”. My brain had not been told I had been amputated, so it was 
still sending and receiving signals. Nursing staff informed me that this was ‘phantom pain’. I was given medication to 
address it. Being one who worked his profession around the world I was encouraged to attend pain clinics wherever I 
could. I did so; in NewZealand, USA, Germany and Italy. Fourteen different drugs  over three years. None worked. 
Spending many hours on international flights provides one with much “thinking time”. I concluded that taking drugs to 
impact a nervous system that was no longer a complete circuit was a waste of effort. The “cure” for phantom pain lay 
within.  
The first step I took was to abolish the word “pain”. It was a sensation after all. It did not keep me from living my life. 
Step two was to accept that Phantom Sensation was now and always would be  a part of my life. 
Step three was to regard PS as a form of entertainment. I started to chat with The Phantom whenever he (or she) 
showed. Now, one decade later, I am amused by its presence, it does not hurt. We chat on a daily basis. 
Drug companies will continue to research medications for Phantom Sensation. Believe me; you have the best  
medication already. It sits on your shoulders. 
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Society Trip to Tikokino 
 

 

On Sunday June 9th, a convoy of vehicles headed out to the Sawyer’s Arms Hotel at Tikokino for lunch . 

Around twenty members and family enjoyed a refreshing drink in the bar before heading into the restaurant  

for lunch. Fish and chips seemed to be the popular choice for the day although a wide variety of tasty food was 

offered. 

President, Joan Parker took the opportunity to inform members about the appointment of our new field officer 

and some of the events planned for the near future. Members were asked to suggest future social venues and 

the idea of a car rally in the summer was enthusiastically discussed. 

A raffle was was well patronized and Tom Naughton was very pleased to be the winner of  the chocolates and 

baking. 

 
 

Here’s to a great Sunday lunch 

with Joan, Tom and Geoff 

Tom shows off his winnings 

 

The committee is very keen to keep social events rolling out. For one thing, we enjoy them. 

The other plus is that amputees and their families get to meet each other and swap stories, 

learn a few handy hints and encourage each other. Besides, any chance for a laugh , a nice 

meal and some of Hawke’s Bays special beverages. 

Please feel free to suggest  places to visit, we welcome your input. 
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Lunch at Tokokino, a chance to meet and catch up with old and new friends. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Lunch at the Puketapu Hotel 

Sunday 28th July, at 1200 
You will be contacted nearer the day with details 

 

Sausage Sizzle fundraiser 

Saturday August 10th 

Mitre10 Hastings 

9am until 4pm 

 
Contact person for these events: Joan Parker 877 8026 
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Committee 
Joan Parker                  President 

Diane Walsh               Vice President, Newsletter 

Colleen Kelly              Secretary 

Hunter Collins Kelly   Treasurer 

Tom Naughton 

Claudia Teague              

Contributions to this newsletter are always welcome,as are friendly  

suggestions. 

If any one wishes to inform me of any news or event which needs to be 

brought to the attention of members, please phone Diane at 06 8774294 

or email at  

daisym@paradise.net.nz. 

 

New Zealand young people at the PNZ  (Paralympics NZ) Swimming Talent Identification 

Camp held in Timaru on the weekend of the 8th and 9th of June. Participants were aged  

between 9 and 13 years old and included a 13 year old Napier swimmer. 

 

 

“Lucky” 

The  

Black 

Cat 


