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                       Newsletter 

                      March 2013 

 

Hi everybody.  The year of 2012 has been a very challenging year.  We came into 2012 and had to help put the NZ conference for 

amputees in Napier together.  It was a good challenge and thanks to my committee, it came together well.  It was the biggest they 

have had for many years and we had good feedback.  The disappointing thing was that not a lot of Hawke’s Bay people came, but as 

a group we were well and truly encouraged.  

We had two outings this year.  We had a good trip to Porangahau to have lunch at Chatwick Homestead and we had a mid-winter 

dinner at the Napier RSA, where Mervyn Monk was the speaker and was a great encouragement. 

This year, we have tried to get out newsletters every three months, and I would like to thank Diane for all her work on them, but we 

need help because the newsletter needs new things and interesting information to attract new members.  This year, we had a year of 

looking for documents and financial statements to get us in a right place to apply for funding.  After a lot of work, we tried lotto for a 

field officer and missed out.  Then we tried two trusts for administration and travel costs for us to go to Gisborne and the NZ  

conference in March.  We were successful, we got $1000 from each.  They were Eastern and Central Community Trust and the 

Springhill Charitable Trust & Frimley Foundation in Gisborne.  We thank them both for supporting Hawke’s Bay East Coast Ampu-

tees.  We are still hoping to get funding for a field officer. 

This year we have made two trips to Gisborne and each time we had a lunch with amputees, visiting people in their homes, have  

spoken to OT’s and physio’s in the hospital, and put a lot of information into health centres as well as attending the clinics.  I have  

enjoyed my visits up there and got to know a lot of people. 

This year, we were encouraged to do a membership drive, so we sent out 87 packs, but sadly we only got 4 back.  These were people 

who were not members and only the centres know because of the privacy act.  We, as a committee were very disappointed for we 

had put a lot of work into those packs. 

This year has had its bad times.  We lost 4 people that have been a good support over the years.  Mary Storey, Reece Hopkinson 

(Gisborne), Nancy Wilson, and Neil Rogers (treasurer for NZ federation and life member).  These people will be sadly missed in our 

Hawke’s Bay region because they were always supportive to the end. 

I would like to thank Colleen for all her hard work in bringing the documents up to date and working with Lorraine Peacock in Dun-

edin to get us up and going again.  My committee has done so well with meeting monthly and trying new things, and often being 

disappointed. 

For this group to continue this year we need support, it has been a hard and busy year with lots of hurdles to overcome.  As we go 

into the new year we are in a much better place, but I do stress we cannot do it alone and we need your support as a group to work 

with our committee.                        

Farewell 

The committee wishes to acknowledge the passing of  the following  members.  

Our condolences to their families and friends. 

             

            Mary Storey 

            Nancy Wilson 

            Neill Rogers 

            Anne Robinson 

            Rewi McClutchie 

            Vinka White 

President’s Report from 2013 AGM                                                   Joan Parker 
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AGM Report 
The 2013 AGM was held on Sunday 3 February at the Village Baptist Church, Havelock North following a  

shared lunch. 

Treasurer’s Report Hunter presented the latest balance of the society’s funds plus a compilation report from Bryant As-

sociates. It was noted that there is a reduction in our available funds since last AGM. 

The election of officers President: Joan Parker nominated, no other nominations.Joan accepted position. Vice President: 

Diane Walsh nominated, no other nominations, Diane accepted the position.. Secretary: Colleen Kelly nominated, no 

other nominations, Colleen accepted the position.Treasurer: Hunter Collins Kelly nominated, no other nominations, 

Hunter accepted the position. Tom Naughton and Claudia Teague nominated and elected to committee.  

Keith Garside retires. 

Delegates to the 2013 conference : Joan Parker and Diane Walsh 

General Business 

Hospital contacts: after discussion it was agreed to approach the Manager of orthopaedic services at HB Regional Hos-

pital to seek ways to improve our contact with  new amputees 

Executive Committee nomination: Diane has been nominated by HB/East Coast committee for election to the executive 

committee,at the  national AGM 

Standard date for  subs: Following discussion  it was agreed that it would be more efficient to collect society subscrip-

tions on a set date yearly to enable more accurate records to be kept. The date chosen is April 1st each year.  

In Memory of Neill Rogers  

 
Neill Rogers 
31st July 1928  - 10th December 2012 
 
Neill was a long standing member of the Hawkes Bay/ East Coast Amputee Society. 
At a very young age Neill became an above knee amputee. Neil was well known for his underarm  
single pole crutch. 
Neill first became a member of the local society in 1966. Neill held the positions of President,  
Secretary and Treasurer for many years and was National Treasurer for 10 years. 
Neill was awarded an “Outstanding Award Citation” from the Governor General, The Rt Hon  
Sir Michael Hardie Boys, in 1997, an award so well deserved. 
Neill was awarded a life membership of the local society in 1985. 
A sincere and devoted member and a friend of many, who will be sadly missed. 
 
RIP Neill. 
 
Submitted by Colin Blakesley 
 

Welcome 
The committee would like to welcome Claudia Teague who has joined us since the AGM. 

We’re delighted to have some younger input from Claudia, starting with our brand new  

Facebook page 
Please visit the page, Hawke’s Bay/East Coast Amputee Society. 

We would love to see you there 
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Diane Walsh 

Personal Profile 
Introducing one of our members 
 

My name is Diane Walsh. I am 62 years old and I have been an amputee for 18 months.  

I am quite recently married to Peter and we love living in Hawke’s Bay. We each have a  

multitude of interests and pursuits including our blended family of four daughters, their four 

husbands and our fourteen grandchildren. 

My BKA was necessary because of life threatening septic shock caused by an infection around 

surgical metalware in my ankle.  

After a stay in ICU and later in rehab, I have recovered very well. 

Prior to the original surgery to fuse my injured ankle, I was working full time as a  

senior midwife/registered nurse. I was appointed  last June to the Hawke’s Bay  

District Health Board’s Disability Services Advisory Committee. 

I have been on the Hawke’s Bay and East Coast Amputee Society committee since February  

of last year and at the 2013 AGM I was elected to the office of Vice-President. I produce the 

newsletter and have recently revamped our membership lists, information brochure and  

membership form. I am very keen to see our society flourish, although like most  

districts, we have our share of challenges. 

My hobbies include stamping and card making, good movies and also enjoying  the assets of 

Hawke’s Bay such as beautiful countryside, lovely cuisine and wines. 

I am looking forward to attending the 2013 conference in Wellington, where I am sure I will 

meet many accomplished amputees from all over New Zealand.  

I appreciate being nominated for election to the National Executive Committee. Should I be successfully appointed, I hope that our 

local society will benefit and that in some way I can contribute to the wellbeing of the wider amputee community. 

 

 

 

Important Notice re Subscriptions 
 

At the AGM it was decided that the yearly subs would be much easier to keep track of if everyone pays at the same 

time. Therefore, it was decided that all subs will be due on  

April 1st each year, starting from this year. 
The subs will remain at $10.00 which includes your regular newsletter and  Purpose magazine. 

Cash (if paying in person, to any committee member) and cheques are acceptable to   

HB /East Coast Amputee Society. PO Box 369 Hastings.  

Internet banking deposits are also welcome to 1518-0032642-00 (Westpac) 

Please ensure that you identify yourself with your chosen payment method so that you can be “ticked off” the list. 

 
As we will not be sending out invoices, please accept this as a “Subs Due notice”. Receipts will be issued. 

Anyone who has already paid subs in 2013 will not be due to pay again until 1/4/14 

Gisborne/ East Coast Visit                                                                                                                          Diane Walsh         
                                                                                                                                
On the 5th and 6th of March, Joan and I paid a visit to the clinic at Gisborne Hospital to catch up with members in the East Coast 

region. It was great to meet up with some of you and particularly enjoyable for me to be putting faces to names and telephone voic-

es. 

We met up with a group of members for lunch and we all had a good discussion about what would be beneficial to Gisborne and 

East Coast members.  

Some suggestions included the formation of a sub committee locally and the instigation of a telephone buddy system for new  

amputees in the area. 

We would welcome feedback on these ideas and  any other suggestions would be appreciated. 
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Committee 
Joan Parker                  President 

Diane Walsh               Vice President, Newsletter 

Colleen Kelly              Secretary 

Hunter Collins Kelly   Treasurer 

Tom Naughton 

Claudia Teague              

Contributions are always welcome for this newsletter, as are friendly 

suggestions. 

If you want to let me know about some news or an event that needs to  

be brought to the attention of members, please phone or email Diane  

Ph: 06 8774294 

email: daisym@paradise.net.nz 

Upcoming Events 
 

Lunch at “Off The Track” Sunday 21 April,  at 1230 please phone Joan  Colleen or Diane 

by Monday April 15th to confirm your place. All welcome. 

 
Trip to Tikokino Pub for lunch, Sunday June 9th, at 1230, hopefully taking a bus  

(wheelchair/ disabilityfriendly) and cars as necessary. Everyone welcome. 

Confirm numbers coming byJune 3rd 
 

 

Joan Parker 877 8026 

Diane Walsh 877 4294 

Colleen Kelly 844 3289 

Horse Therapy          by George Paul Truby 
 
I was a horseman long before a Xmas 1998 accident left me an AK amputee. My rela-

tionship with our equine friends was always close, for I was aware of their exceptional 

will to communicate. To love.To heal. 

Horses love to “talk”. We should all pay attention, for they have much to teach us 

about life, love and healing. 

It was without hesitation, therefore, upon moving to Gisborne recently that I contacted 

the NZRDA  (Riding for Disabled). 

My intent went beyond my own pleasure seeking. It was to help others learn what I have learned from our eq-

uine friends. Thus, I registered as an RDA volunteer. I assist participants in their endeavour, whether it be rid-

ing  for pleasure or just keeping company with these magnificent animals. 

The Gisborne RDA operates out of the Equestrian Centre,on Main Road, Makara. Monday thru Thursday are 

full days; 9am-3.30pm. 

There are ten horses “employed” for your enjoyment. The indoor arena is huge; about 70M x 20M.  

Participants also ride outside, on private walkways and paddocks . A handler is assigned to each horse and  

participant. You are well cared for. If riding is not for you, grooming and general caring is another option. 

However you decide to participate, you will be wholly enriched by the experience. I promise you. 
Contact Amy at 06 867 2570, or via email at rda-gisborne@xtra.co.nz. 

You’ll be glad you did 

Riding for the Disabled is also available in Hastings, phone 06 876 9498 email hastingsrda@clear.net.nz 

nd Napier phone 06 834 0556 email napierrda@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:rda-gisborne@xtra.co.nz

