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Newsletter 
March/April 2015 

 

 

 

AGM Report 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the J H Mason Village Hall, Havelock North on February 15th, 

2015. 

The Officers and Committee are as follows: 

President Diane Walsh, Vice President Colin Blakesley, Secretary Penny Gifkins, Treasurer Geoff Hansen, 

Committee Bernie Paterson, Elaine England, Kerry Gifkins and Shirley Brown. 

We acknowledged with thanks, our retiring secretary, Colleen Kelly, ex treasurer, Hunter Collins Kelly and 

committee member, Denise Brown. 

Reports were read and tabled for inclusion in the minutes. Delegates for the April conference were  

appointed. 

Agenda items included planning of future events and fundraisers. 

After the formal meeting, a delicious high tea was served, giving a great opportunity for a good  

chat and catchup. 

This was a  well attended AGM and it was very encouraging to see the high level of energy and  

enthusiasm which was present. 

 

...join us for a trip to the Tropics 
 (putting the FUN in Fundraising) 

 

WHAT:   a tropical themed, catered barbecue for $12 per person 

WHERE:   Penny and Kerry’s place 36 Mc Naughton Place, Onekawa 

WHEN:   Saturday 21st of March, at 12 Midday 

BYO:   drinks and seats 

WEAR:   your loud shirt or best lavalava, or anything else tropical  

BRING:   spare cash for the raffle                      
               

RSVP for catering by Wednesday,18th March,  

 Diane 8774294 or text 021434833 

transport is available 

Proceeds will be donated to the Amputee Society of HB and East Coast Inc 
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The Clive Memorial Pool 
 

The Clive War Memorial Pool complex has recently been upgraded and the changes include the installation 

of a hoist to assist people with physical disabilities into and out of the pool. 

Staff will assist with the operation of the hoist and we, Amputee Society, plan to station a wheelchair for use 

of disabled swimmers between the changing facility and the pool. 

 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 6am to 6.30pm, Friday 6am to 5.30pm, Saturday 9.30am to 3.30pm,  

Sunday 10am to 3.30pm 

Prices: Adult $4, Senior $3 Child 5-17 $3 under 5 $1.50 

Our model tests the hoist 
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Irene Brittin 
 

We sadly acknowledge the passing of Irene, who died on the 3rd of 

February. 

Irene and Brian have been well known in Hastings for their  

Strawberry Farm in Rosser Rd. Brian and Irene, who were married in 

1957, worked hard all their lives. One of Irene’s favourite interests 

was her garden which the couple slowly developed from a bare  

paddock on their property. 

Irene and Brian had five children and family life was always the focus 

for Irene, whether it be at the sidelines at sporting events  or cooking, 

sewing and knitting. Later came ten grandchildren and three great 

grandchildren. 

In recent years Irene suffered a series of health challenges, beginning 

with the loss of her leg in 2013. Throughout them all Irene showed 

courage and determination to get better 

Later, when her health was declining, Irene still loved to go for walks 

in her wheelchair with Debra and Tai the Labrador. 

We send our condolences to Brian and the family. 

Farewell Irene, it was a privilege to meet you. 

May you Rest in Peace. 

 

Havelock North Rotary Club initiated and coordinate the popular Country2Coast non competitive Family fun event and 

this year’s event is on April 26th. We are lucky enough to have been offered a partnership whereby any tickets to the 

event we can sell earns us a commission. So come on and check out your family and friends and talk them into it. There 

is an 8km or 15km run or walk which are non competitive (only spot prizes) and a 20km dash that is only for runners 

and is competitive.. There are 3 starting points and times but everyone finishes at Farndon Park Clive where there is 

plenty of parking. Entry fee is $30 for adults 13+ $20 for children. Under 5s are free. The 15km event starts at Perfume 

Point with a start time of 8.30am for walkers and 9.30am for runners. The 8km event starts at Haumoana’s Grange Rd 

Reserve with runners starting at the front at 9.30am and walkers following on. This takes you along the limestone cycle 

tracks.. The dash starts at Puketapu Pub at 9.30am. Refreshment and food will be available at the Farndon Park finish 

with a “village” atmosphere with music and entertainment. The course is marshalled with water stops and portable toilets 

along the way. Bus transport from From Farndon Park is available for $3. This is to enable you to park your car at the 

finish and be transported to the start. There is no transport offered back to the start. 
 

To purchase tickets contact Geoff 021 723609 
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STOP PRESS 

 

The quiz night held at the Napier RSA on the 4th of March was a fantastic, fun night  

enjoyed by 20 teams, from within our members, families and friends and from the RSA  

regulars. The food was excellent and very reasonably priced. 

The Amputee Society benefitted from the proceeds for which we are most grateful. 

A formal letter of appreciation will be sent to the RSA. 

Storage Centre Hastings  

sponsors the printing of newsletters and brochures for the  

Amputee Society 

For affordable storage solutions, phone 06 8798 455 

 

 

Please visit and Like our Facebook Page 

Loan equipment 

 

The Amputee Society has small stock of equipment available for short term loan for our members. 

To enable us to keep an ongoing  track of where our property is, we have resolved to make an inventory of 

loan items, and set a loan period of three months. It may be possible to extend the loan  if no one else is  

waiting to use the   equipment. Most equipment required by amputees is provided by either the MOH or ACC, 

so our service is intended as a temporary assistance only. 

 

If you need equipment short term please contact Geoff or Diane. (numbers below) 

 

Currently we have: 

A manual wheelchair, a shower stool, a raised toilet seat, a commode, a wooden shower stool  and 

an over bath seat . A few temporary ramps are available too. 
 

Some Useful Contact numbers 

 

Diane Walsh: Ph 06  8774294  mobile 021434833 email daisym@paradise.net.nz 

Geoff Hansen:  Ph 06 8703357 mobile 021723609 email burnoff@xtra.co.nz 

Amputees Federation of NZ:  website: www.af.org.nz 


